
GCSE English 
Language

How to Apply the Mark Scheme



Welcome to this 
Professional 
Development 
Training

This training supports teachers delivering Pearson Edexcel 
GCSE English Language (1EN0) and covers both Paper 1 and 
Paper 2.

You will: 

• review student responses to questions and understand 
how to accurately apply the mark scheme 

• explore the Pearson support available 

• be able to ask questions and share good practice.
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Agenda

In this session we are going to look at:

• Marking exercises - Reading

• Marking exercises - Writing

• support for marking and the qualification.
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Download the exam papers, examiner reports and mark 
schemes from the GCSE English Language pages. 
These are also included in your delegate pack.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Exam-Series%2FJune-2025
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Overview of the 
specification



GCSE English Language (1EN0)
Paper 1: 1 hr 45 (40%) Paper 2: 2 hr 5 (60%)

Section A: Unseen 19th-century fiction
• Extract will be approximately 650 words in 

length.
• Shorter response questions will focus on close 

analysis of the text; longer response questions 
will ask students to show their understanding of 
the whole text.

Section A: Comparison of two unseen texts 
from 20th and 21st century
• One non-fiction; one literary non-fiction.
• Extracts will be approximately 1000 words in 

total.
• Shorter response questions will focus on 

close reading of the texts; longer response 
questions will ask students to compare the 
texts.

Section B: Creative Writing
• Choice of two tasks linked to the theme of the 

19th century fiction.
• One task will include images to help students 

address the task.
• Audience and purpose along with SPaG will be 

assessed.

Section B: Transactional Writing
• Choice of two tasks linked to the theme of 

the texts.
• Newspaper articles, letters etc.
• Audience and purpose along with SPaG will 

be assessed.



You may wish to take the time to download the following documents 
before we start to look at the exemplars.

• Delegate Booklet 

• Extracts and Mark Schemes

Due to time constraints, we will only be looking at 1–2 exemplars for each 
Assessment Objective during the course but there are additional exemplars 
– with commentaries – in the examiner reports included in the pack.
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Documents for 
today



The Extracts: Paper 1 - Summer 2025
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The Extracts: Paper 2 - Summer 2025
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Reading Responses



Assessment Objectives for Reading

AO Assessment Objective

AO1 • Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas.
• Select and synthesise evidence from different texts.

AO2 Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to 
achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to 
support their views.

AO3 Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, 
across two or more texts.

AO4 Evaluate texts critically and support this with
appropriate textual references.



Where is each AO assessed in Section A: Paper 1 and 
Paper 2?

Assessment Objective Paper and question

AO1 – Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas Paper 1 – Q1 and Q2
Paper 2 - Q1, Q2 and Q4, Q5

AO1 - Select and synthesise evidence from different texts. Paper 2 - Q7(a)

AO2 – Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and 
structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant 
subject terminology to support their views

Paper 1 - Q3
Paper 2 - Q3

AO3 - Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these 
are conveyed, across two or more texts.

Paper 2 - Q7(b)

AO4 - Evaluate texts critically and support this with
appropriate textual references.

Paper 1 - Q4
Paper 2 - Q6



AO1

Paper 1: Q1 and Q2
Paper 2: Q1, Q2, Q4 and Q5
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AO1 - Question 1 - Paper 1
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1EN0/01 – May 2025 Q1



AO1 - Question 1 - Response
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1 mark
• This response covers bullet point 

• 1

1EN0/01 – May 2025 Q1



AO1 - Question 2 - Paper 2
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1EN0/02 – June 2025 Q2



AO1 - Question 2 - Response
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2 marks
• This response covers bullet points 

• 1
• 5
• 6
• 7

1EN0/02 – June 2025 Q2



AO2
Language and Structure
Paper 1 and Paper 2 
Question 3
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AO2 – Language and Structure

• In this question, students need to ensure that they are focusing on the writer’s use of language 
and structure.

• It is not enough to simply list the features that the writer uses, they will need to show how the 
writer uses language and structure to interest and inform the reader.

• Students should ensure that they are using the whole extract and that they use relevant subject 
terminology.

• Language and structure for AO2 is assessed in Paper 1 and Paper 2 - Question 3.
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Applying 
Levels-Based 
Mark Schemes
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Paper 1 MS pp3–4

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FMark-scheme&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Exam-Series%2FJune-2025
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FMark-scheme&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Exam-Series%2FJune-2025
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FMark-scheme&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Exam-Series%2FJune-2025


Paper 1: Question 3 and Indicative Content
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1EN0/01 – May 2025 Q3



Paper 1: 
Question 3 
Mark Scheme

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved. 21



Marking exercise 1 - Paper 1: Question 3 - AO2
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Script 1

• We are now going to look at some 
exemplars which are in the delegate 
booklet.

• Look at Script 1.

• This is a Level 3 exemplar.

• Read through the script using the mark 
scheme and decide where you would place 
this in Level 3.



Paper 2: Question 3 and Indicative Content

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved. 24

1EN0/02 – June 2025 Q3



Paper 2: 
Question 3 
Mark Scheme
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Marking exercise 1 - Paper 2: Question 3 - AO2
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Script 2

• We are now going to look at another Q3 
script in the delegate booklet - this time for 
Paper 2.

• Look at Script 2. 

• Read through the script carefully using the 
mark scheme.

• Decide which Level you would place it in.

• Put any comments or questions into the 
group chat.



AO4
Evaluate
Paper 1: Question 4
Paper 2: Question 6
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AO4 – Evaluate

• In these questions, students need to ensure that they are focusing on ‘how well’ and not ‘how’.

• They need to focus on using evaluative language, offering an opinion or judgement and using 
evidence from the text.

• AO4 is assessed in Paper 1 Q4 and Paper 2 Q6.



Paper 1: Question 4 and Indicative content
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1EN0/01 – May 2025 Q4



Paper 2: Question 6 and Indicative content
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1EN0/02 – June 2025 Q6



Paper 1 and 
Paper 2: Mark 
Scheme
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Marking exercise 2 - AO4

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved. 33

Script 3

Script 4

• We are now going to look at some 
exemplars for AO4 in the delegate booklet.

• Look at Script 3 which is from Paper 1 and 
Script 4  which is from Paper 2.

• Read through both scripts using the mark 
scheme and decide which Level you would 
place them in.

• Put any comments or questions into the 
group chat.



AO1
Select and Synthesise
Paper 2 Question 7(a)
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AO1 – Synthesis

• This final element of AO1 is assessed through a discrete question in Paper 2 – Q7(a).

• Students need to draw information from both texts.

• This is not a comparison (AO3) as students select explicit information from both texts.

• It is therefore similar to the early retrieval questions, but students need to do it across two texts.



Paper 2: Question 7(a) and Indicative Content
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1EN0/02 – June 2025 Q7(a)



Paper 2: 
Question 7(a) 
Mark Scheme
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Marking exercise 3 - Paper 2: Question 7(a) - AO1
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Script 5

Script 6

• We are now going to look at some Q7(a) 
exemplars for AO1 in the delegate booklet.

• Look at Script 5 and Script 6.

• Read through both scripts using the mark 
scheme and decide which Level you would 
place them in.

• Put any comments or questions into the 
group chat.



AO3
Comparison
Paper 2 Question 7(b)
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AO3 – Comparison

• This question requires students to look across both texts and compare how the writers are 
presenting a key element of the text.

• Students are required to compare both the ideas and perspectives of the writers as well as how 
these are conveyed.

• Students can compare the similarities and/or differences between the texts.



Paper 2: Question 7(b) and Indicative Content
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1EN0/02 – June 2025 Q7(b)



Paper 2: 
Question 7(b) 
Mark Scheme
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Marking exercise 4 - Paper 2: Question 7(b) - AO3
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Script 7

Script 8

• We are now going to look at some Q7(b) 
exemplars for AO3 in the delegate booklet.

• Look at Script 7 and Script 8.

• Read through both scripts using the mark 
scheme and decide which Level you would 
place them in.

• Put any comments or questions into the 
group chat.
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Writing Responses



Assessment Objectives for Writing

AO Assessment Objective

AO5 Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, 
style and register for different purposes and audiences

Organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support 
coherence and cohesion of texts

AO6 Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, 
purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation



AO5 and AO6 - Paper 1: Questions 5 and 6 - Imaginative 
Writing
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1EN0/01 – May 2025 Q5/6



AO5 and AO6 - Paper 2: Questions 8 and 9 - Imaginative 
Writing

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved. 53

1EN0/02 – June 2025 Q8/9



Mark Scheme 
- AO5
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Mark Scheme 
- AO6
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Marking exercise 5 - Writing - AO5 and AO6
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• We are now going to look at some 
exemplars for AO5 and AO6 in the delegate 
booklet.

• Look at Script 9 for Paper 1 Question 5 and 
Script 10 for Paper 2 Question 8.

• Read through both scripts using the mark 
scheme and decide which Level you would 
place them in.

• Put any comments or questions into the 
group chat.

Script 9

Script 10
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Questions
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Let’s get networking!​

Helping you to share resources ​
and support each other.​

Put your email address in the group chat and we ​
will send out an email with them all so you can 

continue to support each other.
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Summary and support



Subject Advisor Support
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Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and are here to 
support you throughout the year.

teachingenglish@pearson.com​

Book an appointment with your Subject Advisor​

Sign up

Facebook page

GCSE English

A Level English

Email:        teachingenglish@pearson.com

Phone:     +44 (0) 344 463 2535 (Mon–Fri, 9:00–17:00)

Book an appointment with your Subject Advisor

Sign up to receive regular updates from your Subject Advisor on 
qualification news and support for your subject.

Follow our Facebook page and join our Pearson Edexcel teacher groups 
for private, professional discussions managed by your Subject Advisor.

• GCSE English

• A Level English

English 
Clare Haviland

mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com​
https://outlook.office365.com/book/English@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564320508035
https://www.facebook.com/groups/edexcelgcseenglish
https://www.facebook.com/groups/edexcelalevelenglish


Upcoming GCSE English training
• GCSE English Language: Spring Network

4 February 16:00-17:00

• GCSE English Literature: How to Apply the Mark Scheme
13 November 16:00-18:00

• GCSE English Literature: Spring Network
21 January 16:00-17:00
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You can find recordings of past events and pre-record training on our YouTube playlists:
• Pearson Edexcel GCSE English Language

• Pearson Edexcel GCSE English Literature

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_english_language_spring_network.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_english_language_spring_network.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_english_literature_how_to_apply_the_mark_scheme.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_english_literature_how_to_apply_the_mark_scheme.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_english_literature_spring_network.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_english_literature_spring_network.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_english_language_training_playlist.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_english_language_training_playlist.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_english_literature_training_playlist.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_english_literature_training_playlist.html


We are seeking your valuable input on GCSE English. Please complete the surveys and share your insights. 

Have your say
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Help shape the future of English
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Let’s Talk English

Sign up

Let’s Talk English is all about reimagining what English 
means for today’s learners.  

Throughout 2025, we’ve brought together thousands of 
voices from across education to explore bold questions 
about the future of English.

This autumn, we will be sharing:

• reports with the key findings from each of these 
conversations 

• more opportunities to have your say and help shape the 
future of English.  

            Sign up to join the conversation and stay-up-to-date. 

https://www.pearson.com/en-gb/schools/subject-resources/literacy-and-english/lets-talk-english.html
https://www.pearson.com/en-gb/schools/subject-resources/literacy-and-english/lets-talk-english/sign-up.html


Slide title to be 
added here
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Access To Scripts
An online service that allows you to view and download your 
candidates' marked scripts. This tool offers transparency 
and insight into the marking process.

ResultsPlus
An online results analysis tool that provides a detailed 
breakdown of students' performance in our exams, helping you 
identify areas for improvement and track progress effectively. 

examWizard
An online resource bank of past paper questions and 
support materials, enabling you to create customised 
mock exams and tests tailored to your students' needs.

Mocks Service
We offer a paid service for 
mocks, including paper-
based and onscreen 
assessments. Marked by 
examiners, results are 
uploaded to ResultsPlus for 
detailed analysis to aid 
student progression and 
teacher training. Note that 
this service is not available 
for all subjects; please 
check availability for your 
specific subject.

The following services are included as part of your qualification fees:
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Qualification services

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/access-to-scripts.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/examwizard.html
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/pearson-edexcel-mocks-service?_ga=2.122087426.800821013.1736763805-1957298031.1733243894#our-mocks-service


Slide title to be 
added here
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Accessible Shakespeare 
Help all your students to connect and engage with Shakespeare with the 
most accessible and best value editions available.

We’re delighted to offer a 50% discount on all orders of Accessible 
Shakespeare until the end of December 2025. 

Use code ACCSHAKE50 at the checkout.

Rapid Plus
Approved and recommended by Catch Up Literacy and developed 
alongside SEN experts, Rapid Plus was carefully designed to help SEND, 
EAL and struggling readers to reach their full potential. 

Sign up to browse through our free samples and trial our digital resources 
with your students.
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Other teaching and learning resources

Pearson Edexcel’s paid-for resources, as well as resources endorsed by Pearson Edexcel, are not a pre-requisite for the delivery of Pearson Edexcel’s 
specifications. Paid-for resources may also be available from other publishers.

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-literature/accessible-shakespeare
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-and-media/rapid-plus-1#overview
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-and-media/rapid-plus-1?utm_source=sprint&utm_medium=email-affiliate&utm_campaign=GBSEEN0518RPLUS#free-samples


Find out more​

For more professional 
development courses please 
see Pearson’s Professional 
Development Academy​.

Following this event, you will 
receive a survey to share your 
thoughts about the session. 
Please let us know what you’d 
like to see more of and what 
areas could be improved.​
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https://pdacademy.pearson.com/
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


Thank you.
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